
…we could tap into 
South Africa’s potential?



How optimistic are you about South Africa’s future?
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Demographic 
dividend?
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Demographic dividend or disaster 1960 to 1995 
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A partial demographic dividend?
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The unemployment crisis
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17.4m valid votes cast

26.7m people registered to vote

Source: IEC



What can government do?
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Can we tax more?
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Can we tax more?
The Laffer curve
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Net job change by industry sector

2019 compared to 2009

Source: StatsSA
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Education levels

Unemployed

Source: StatsSA
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What can we do…

Job summit (with the unemployed)



First wave Second wave

Ireland 
• Unemployment rate fell 18%       6% 
• between 1987 to 2004 

What did they do?
• Encourage foreign investment
• Policies and tax incentives

What can we do?
• Manufacturing? 

A changing world…
• Access to information
• A culture of job creation 
• Leap frog to the fourth industrial revolution



Are the individual stories scalable? 

Permission was granted.



Are the individual stories scalable? 

Permission was granted.



Are the individual stories scalable? 

? ?

• Access to Information
• Access to Quality Education 
• Access to Resources 



What if…we managed to create jobs

3m

Source: StatsSA, National Planning commission, calculations
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What if… tax base increased

4.3m jobs

8.6m jobs

R300bn

R500bn

Eskom
R400bn

Social grants
R278bn

Health budget
R223bn

GDP growth 
of 5.4%

Source: Treasury, Eskom AFS



Dividend?

Unemployment increases
Inequality increases

Quality of life declines

Disaster?

Unemployment decrease
Inequality decreases

Quality of life improves
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Thank you 

a different 

perspective
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