
FIXING THE SOUTH AFRICAN BASIC EDUCATION CRISES

THE INCREDIBLE STORY OF A RURAL COMMUNITY BUILDING A SCHOOL IN FAITH    

AND CREATING A BLUEPRINT FOR OUR COUNTRY IN THE PROCESS
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BONNIEVALE – “BEAUTIFUL VALLEY”
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Bonnievale



BONNIEVALE – “BEAUTIFUL VALLEY”
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WHAT HAPPENS TO OUR CHILDREN IN SOUTH AFRICA?
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Access University

Pass Matric - 14 Bachelor passes

Write Matric

Start School



BONNIEVALE – “BEAUTIFUL VALLEY”
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HIGH SCHOOL SHORTAGE
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OUR OWN CHILDREN WITHOUT HOPE
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THE CHALLENGE FROM THE WESTERN CAPE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
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MONEY – 60% OF 

CONSTRUCTION 

COST (R55m)



RESTORATION OF SELF -WORTH – CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
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NOVEMBER 2016 – MORESON EARTHMOVING
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NOVEMBER 2016 – MORESON EARTHMOVING
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NOVEMBER 2016 – COMMUNITY TAKING OUT VINEYARDS
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APRIL  2017 – COMMUNITY EVENT
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JUNE 2017 – EXACTLY 6  MONTHS BEFORE COMPLETION
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JUNE 2017 – DECEMBER 2017 – A MIRACLE
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JUNE 2017 – DECEMBER 2017 – NOTHING BUT  A MIRACLE
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JUNE 2017 – DECEMBER 2017 
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JGT COURTYARD 
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FEBRUARY 2018 
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SCHOOL OPENING JANUARY 2018 
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FIRST  ATHLETICS AND FIRST  HOME RUGBY MATCH
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AUTUM 2018 
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3 VINES FROM ROBBEN ISLAND PRISON 
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MATCH DAY 
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MAY 2020 
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JAKES GERWEL TECHNICAL



WHAT HAPPENS TO OUR CHILDREN IN SOUTH AFRICA?

26

100

60

37

12

6

4

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

National 2008 Matric cohort

Van Broekhuizen & Van den Berg, 2016

Complete degree - within 6 years

Complete UG Qual
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OBSERVATION: 

BASIC Education is the ONLY 

Education 90% of our children 

will ever get to prepare them 

for life.
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JAKES GERWEL TECHNICAL - CURRICULUM

JGT MAINSTREAM TO MATRIC – 5 YEAR PLAN:

Afrikaans

English

Life Orientation

Mathematics Technical Maths Maths Literacy

Science Technical

Science

Agricultural Management Practices

Engineers 

Graphics /Design

Computer 

Application / Tech

Electrical 

(Power Systems)

Mechanical 

(Welding and 

Metalwork)

Civil Tech 

(Construction)

Agricultural Tech Consumer 

Studies

Bachelors Pass – University route Matric Pass – TVET College route
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JAKES GERWEL TECHNICAL - CURRICULUM

JGT SCHOOL OF SKILLS (NQF1) – 4 YEAR PLAN:

Afrikaans

English

Basic Maths

Life Skills

Maintenance / Construction Welding Food Production



GOVERNANCE

1. No-Fee Public ordinary school

2. Donor-Funded Collaboration School with Western Cape Education Department

3. Funding Trust representation on the School Governing Body (SGB)

4. All staff employed by SGB – Funded largely by WCED

5. Funding Trust covers intervention programs from corporate and private donations

• Additional teachers

• Counselors and Social Support

• School Budget shortfall

6. JGE Funding Trust – Registered PBO and BEE accredited
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AT JGT THE NATIONAL STATISTICS HAVE NAMES AND FACES

School of Skills - Year 4

Tesward Herder Chowayden BeyersIrmalin Windvool
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AND MANY MORE. . .



32

AND MANY MORE. . .
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AND MANY MORE. . .



LESSONS LEARNED. . .
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1.  WE MUST GUARD OUR UNITY WITH ALL WE HAVE

2.  WHAT IS IN YOUR HAND?



QUEST IONS?
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